Setting Goals in Individual Reading Conferences

Setting goals is a major part of the Individual Reading Conference.  Older students should help you come up with their own goal.  When the student can articulate a goal for himself/herself as a reader, they are well on their way to be able to identify what metacognitive skills they are using when they read.

Here are some suggested ideas for goals.

· Stop to think before, during and after reading.

· Reread parts that confuse you.

· Think about what you already know about the topic as you read.

· Use pictures to predict the story 

· Pay attention to beginning letters

· Pay attention to ending letters

· Look through the word to the end

· Look for spelling patterns

· Look for word “chunks”

· Skip ahead and return

· Stop to think about what you are reading

· Make predictions as you read and note on sticky notes.

· Make inferences as you read and write in your Readers Notebook

· Make sticky notes about questions

· Sound the words out

· Ask yourself why the character is doing the things he/she is doing (questioning)

· Use punctuation cues when reading

· Notice when sentences don’t make sense

· Make a list of new words you are encountering in the text

· Search for clues to meaning in the text

· Look for cause and effect statements

· Look for suffixes

· Look for prefixes

· Figure out what the word means from the surrounding text

· Look for metaphors

· Look for similes

· Look for important details

· Make text-to-self connections

· Make text-to-text connections

· Make text-to world connections

· Figure out why the character behaves the way he behaves

· Identify plot elements

· Identify the setting

· Look at the beginning, middle, and end of stories

· Look at the theme of the story

· Read another book by the same author

· Look at author’s craft – content, word choice, etc.

· Identify the point of view of the story

· Look at how the author develops the characters

· Use text and graphs to determine importance as you read

· Make pictures in your head as you read (visualizing)

· Think about why things happened in the story (inferring)

· Make a K-W-L chart before you read

· Ask questions as you read (questioning)

Goals can be more global such as the following:

· Read all the level O books in your book bag

· Finish at least 5 more chapters of this book

Goals can be Readers Notebook specific:

· Stop and make at least 5 predictions as you read and write them in your Readers Notebook

· Write some of your questions about the story in your Readers Notebook

· Write down some of the connections you are making to the text

· Write a brief summary of the book you are reading

· Make a story map

· Make a character map

· Make a “Before and After Map”

· Retell a chapter in writing in your Readers Notebook

· Write a reflection about a story you have read

· Write a book recommendation

Goals are set by you and the student and can basically be anything you and the student think he/she needs to help him/her become a better reader.  Be creative in your goal setting.

