ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   7--UNIT # 4
GENRE:  Research and Executive Summary 
 DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How can writing create change? 

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:

· Develop an executive summary on a significant community issue. 
· Oral presentation of findings (OC 2)

Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response*
· Evidence of collected data from research and interviews. 

· Notebook/journal of research process  (Brainstorming, defining the problem, researching the issue, developing solutions, drafting, and revising) 
· Student application of thinking and research strategies for non-fiction in reading and writing. 

· Oral presentation of executive summary and findings. 

· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others.

· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings. 


	Guiding Questions:

· What kinds of problems impact our lives?
· How can I make a difference?

· Other (Student generated)
Knowledge:

· Understand text features (Table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/phrases, transitional devices, bold/italicized text, subheading, headings, charts, graphs, illustrations, etc.) (R-7-7.1)
· Identify characteristics of a variety of types of text (reference, technical manuals, practical and functional) (R-7-7.5, W-7-1.3)
· Non-fiction vocabulary and reading strategies.

· Understanding non-fiction text structures and features. 
Application: 

· Select and summarize key ideas to set context (W-7-2.1)
· Connect reading to T-S, T-T, T-W and explain relevant ideas (W-7-2.3)
· Organize text structure appropriate to focus idea (description, sequential, chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/solution) (W-7-6.1)

· Write with a sense of audience (W-7-7.3)
· Obtain understanding from text features (Table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/phrases, transitional devices, bold/italicized text, subheading, headings, charts, graphs, illustrations, etc.) (R-7-7.1)
· Use information from text to answer questions, state the focus, provide supporting details (R-7-7.2)
· Explain connections about information within and across texts or to related ideas (R-7-8.1)
· Synthesize and evaluate information within or across texts (R-7-8.2)
· Use supporting evidence to form or evaluate opinions/judgments , and assertions about the central ideas (R-7-8.3)
· Identify conflicting information within or across texts (R-7-8.4)

· Recognize organizational structures within texts (W-7-1.3)

· Apply rules of standard English usage (Clear pronoun referent, s-v agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular form of verbs and nouns) W-7-9.1) 
· Apply capitalization rules (W-7-9.2)

· Apply appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning (colons, semicolons) (W-7-9.4)
	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
Standards: 
E1a, E1c, E1d, E1e, E2a, E3, E4a,b 

Suggested Materials:
· A variety of non-fiction pieces, magazine articles, textbooks, on-line sources, library, and media selections. 
· Research notebook.
· Ancillary materials, graphic organizers,

· America’s Choice unit of study (Persuasive Writing: Proposal)

· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)

· Teacher modeled thinking: Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution), research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution), research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Student-student thinking: Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution) research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)

Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)

· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 



