Copy Cat Connections: Conversation Party
     Begin by providing an index card to every student. Ask them to 
write their name in the center and draw a circle/square/box around 
their name. Have them divide the card up in 4 sections with the 
name being the "center”. Either four lines can be drawn up and 
down from top to bottom and side to side from the circle in center … 
or from circle to each corner. However, there needs to be four sections 
around the outside of the name section. >>> I plan to find out and 
have other classmates find out my students ideas about reading and 
writing. Therefore, I will ask them to answer four questions pertaining to 
these. (1) How do you feel about reading on a daily basis? (2) 
How do you feel about writing on a daily basis? (3) What was the 
best book you ever read and why did you like it? (4) What was the 
last thing you wrote, and why did you write it? >>> Then next thing 
is you ask them to tape them to their chest/shoulder area. Explain 
that they will have a CONVERSATION PARTY with partners. I will set 
timer … everyone – including me – will move about the room and find 
a person to stop and talk about what they wrote on their "cards". 
When timer goes off – we will move about and find a new partner 
to "converse" with (ABOUT THE CARD) … Do this several times then 
return to seats. If there is an odd number – allow three people to 
bunch up and share (or you could sit out – but you really want 
everyone seeing you INVOLVED … do not expect them to do anything YOU 
will not do … kind of thing … you know!)

Read “More Than Anything Else by Marie Bradby



This is such a good read! I LOVE IT! I was told it was a true 
story – but after reading some information on the Internet, I have 
only found that it is a fictional count of Booker T. Washington 
wanting to learn to read when he was a young boy. There are many 
ways to tie this book into a reading/writing curriculum – some of 
which I will revisit the text and most likely do … but for now I 
want to keep it on the "COMMUNITY BUILDING" level. 
I will give a BRIEF overview of what a "literature response" is … 
most of these students did responses in the fourth grade with either 
the other LA teacher or myself … So it should only require a 
quick "snapshot" review. I will set the timer for 5 minutes and ask 
the students to "respond" to the story. I will allow for share time.
The next thing I want to do is talk about "GOALS" and things that 
they want "MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE" out of the school year. I will 
provide a few examples (creating a safety net for those that cannot 
get started or do not have a clue) then set the timer for x number of 
minutes. I will ask the students to create a jot list or quick 
write of things that will fit into the category `MY GOALS FOR THIS 
YEAR". Again – I will allow for share time.

From here, I plan to give everyone a book shape (construction paper) 
and have each one write his/her "More Than Anything" Goal on it to 
display in the classroom. These will be reminders of what we would like 
to accomplish this year. 


I will MOST LIKELY turn this into a writing for them to store in 
their "portfolio" as suggested on an earlier post – I forgot who – 
sorry! However, I do want to try to fill a folder full of rough drafts 
that they can have to just go back and pull from as we get into 
revision strategies. That sounded like a WONDERFUL idea!
