Meaningful Artifacts to Activate Schema




Bringing in meaningful artifacts is such a great idea for writing! It kind of reminds me of Mem Fox's book Wilford Gordon McDonald Partridge, where the little boy helps the old woman in the nursing home with her memory loss. Sweet idea!
Wilfred, Gordon, McDonald Partridge. This book is so great for introducing memoirs to kids. :) AGAIN ... ideas came from "Marty" ... but, anyway, divide students up into groups by letting them draw "items" from a basket (EX - designer band aid, crayon, peppermint candy, etc) ... I used 5 items to create 5 groups. Have groups of "like items" get together. Read the book aloud. Discuss how the "items" brought back different memories for different people. Have students look at the item they have at their group. Set timer for 5 min and have them do a jot list or quick write in notebooks of the thing(s) the item remind them of. When 
timer goes off, have groups move on to the next table (or to save time - pass items around - but I like the "movement" deal for my ADD children). Set timer - and again on another sheet of paper - have them create a jot list or quick write about that item. Do this until everyone has an entry for each item. From there we do 
think/pair/share or circle three memories and partner share or circle up for group share one memory at a time. Everyone MUST share at least twox ... they can pass once. From here - we take it to a 10-minute quick write - and then onto revising and yadda yadda yadda ... I created a "Book of Memories" two years ago with my fourth graders, that had each student's special memory bound together into a class book.

