ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   8--UNIT # 4
GENRE:  Research and Journalistic Feature Writing 
 DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does writing inform and entertain? 

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:

· Research , write, and publish  a feature article about a topic of interest. 
· Oral presentation of findings (OC 2)

Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response*
· Evidence of the research process.

· Evidence of understanding of the format components.  

· Student application of thinking and research strategies for non-fiction in reading and writing. 

· Publishing the feature article 
· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others.

· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings. 


	Guiding Questions:

· How do we combine academic research with narrative writing strategies to inform and engage the public?

· How does format impact the message?

· Other (Student generated)
Knowledge:

· Understand the components used to construct a journalistic feature article (Titles, leads, illustrations, sidebars, layouts, main points, audience, closing) 
· Non-fiction vocabulary and reading strategies.

Application: 

· Organize text structure appropriate to focus idea (description, sequential, chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/solution, cause/effect, investigation) (W-8-6.1)

· Drawing a conclusion by synthesizing information (W-8-6.4)
· Establish an authoritative voice (W-8-7.4)

· Organize information to show understanding or relationships among fact ideas and events (outlining) (R-8-7.3)

· Explain how purpose may affect the interpretation of the text  (R-8-8.3)
· Recognize organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts 
      (cause/effect, investigation) (W-8-1.3) 
· Apply appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning (hyphens, dashes, parentheses) (W-8-9.4)

· Apply conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules (foreign derivation) (W-8-9.5)
	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
Standards: 
E1a, E1c, E1d, E1e, E2a, E3, E4a,b, E5b 

Suggested Materials:
· A variety of non-fiction pieces, magazine articles, textbooks, on-line sources, library, and media selections. 
· Research notebook.
· Ancillary materials, graphic organizers,

· America’s Choice unit of study (Journalistic Feature Writing)

· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)

· Teacher modeled thinking: Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution), research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution), research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Student-student thinking: Ways to organize expository text (description, sequence, cause and effect, compare and contrast, explanation, problem/solution) research techniques, writing process, and thinking/vocabulary strategies. 

· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)

Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)

· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 
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