ELA CURRICULUM MAP—GRADE 8--UNIT # 3
GENRE:  Reading and Writing Non-Fiction 
 DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How we navigate non-fiction documents essential to being successful in the information age?

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:

· A position paper supported by information synthesized from multiple documents. 
Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response*
· Multiple responses to a variety of informational/technical texts, public, and workplace documents. 
· Student application of thinking strategies for non-fiction in reading and writing. 

· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others.

· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings. 


	Guiding Questions:

· How do synthesize information from multiple documents? 

· What vocabulary and thinking strategies enable us to enhance our understanding of non-fiction texts?

· Other (Student generated)
Knowledge:

· Identify word origins including words from other languages that have been adopted into our language (R-8-3.1)
· Understand text features (Table of contents, glossary, index, transition words/phrases, transitional devices, bold/italicized text, subheading, headings, charts, graphs, illustrations, etc.) (R-8-7.1)
· Identify characteristics of a variety of types of text (reference, technical manuals, practical and functional, schedules) (R-8-7.5, W-8-1.3)
· Non-fiction vocabulary and reading strategies.

· Understanding non-fiction text structures and features. 
Application: 

· Organize information to show understanding or relationships among fact ideas and events (outlining) (R-8-7.3)

· Draw a conclusion by synthesizing information (W-8-6.4)
· Establish an authoritative voice (W-8-7.4)
· Explain how purpose may affect the interpretation of the text  (R-8-8.3)
· Recognize organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts 
· (cause/effect, investigations) (W-8-1.3)
· Apply appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning (hyphens, dashes, parentheses) (W-8-9.4)
· Apply conventional and word-derivative spelling patterns/rules (foreign derivation) (W-8-9.5)


	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
Standards: 
E1a, E1c, E1d, E1e,  E3, E4a,b, E5b
Suggested Materials:
· A variety of non-fiction anthology selections, library, and media selections, public and workplace (functional) documents, and technical directions.
· Ancillary materials, graphic organizers,

· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)

· Teacher modeled thinking: Non-fiction text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies (with emphasis on synthesis)
· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): Non-fiction text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies (with emphasis on synthesis)
· Student-student thinking: Non-fiction text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies (with emphasis on synthesis)
· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)

Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)

· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 
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