ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   6--UNIT # 3
GENRE:  Reading and Writing Non-Fiction 
 DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do we determine what is important in non-fiction? 

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:

· An extended biographical vignette based on authentic interview data. 
Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response*
· Completed student-composed interview procedures and questions. 
· Transcribed interview draft. 
· Student application of thinking strategies for non-fiction in reading and writing. 

· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others.

· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings. 


	Guiding Questions:

· How do non-fiction text features and structures aid comprehension? 
· What thinking strategies help us determine importance in non-fiction text?

· How do writers of non-fiction gather and organize information (Include possible bias and propaganda)? 
· Other (Student generated)

Knowledge:

· Understanding of expository text.
· Understanding of bias and propaganda.

· Non-fiction vocabulary and reading strategies.

· Understanding non-fiction text structures and features. 
Application: 

· Paraphrase or summarize key ideas(W-6-2.2)

· Analyze, interpret, and cite evidence within and across a variety of informational text (R-6-8, W-6-2.3).
· Obtain information from text features and structures (R-6-7.6, W-6-2.1)

· Use information from text to answer questions (R-6-7.2)

· Identify bias and propaganda, and interpret the impact of word choice on content. 
· Organize information to show understanding (R-6-7.3, W-6-6.1)
· Apply the writing process (W-6-10)
· State and maintain a focus, firm judgment, or point of view (W-6-3.1)
· Use details and text to support focus or judgment (W-6-3.4)
· Apply understanding of sentences, paragraphs and text features and structures. 


	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
Standards: 
E1a, E1c, E1d, E1e, E2c, E3, E4a,b 

Suggested Materials:
· A variety of non-fiction anthology selections, library, and media selections especially those which contain propaganda and bias.
· Tape recorder, and/or journalist’s notebook.

· Ancillary materials, graphic organizers,

· America’s Choice unit of study (Personal Narrative/Interview Segment)

· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)

· Teacher modeled thinking: Writer’s  craft, text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies

· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): Writer’s  craft, text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies

· Student-student thinking: Writer’s  craft, text features, and structures, appropriate vocabulary and thinking strategies

· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)

Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)

· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 



