ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   6--UNIT # 2
GENRE:  Author Study/Response to Literature 
 DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does an author use language to shape her message? What writing qualities define this author? 

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:

· A literary letter to incoming classmates which discusses essential themes and specific stylistic signatures across three novels by one author.
Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response*
· Student-composed literary letters that focus on specific literary conventions. 
· Student understanding of literary elements and author’s craft through oral and written response.

· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others.

· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings. 


	Guiding Questions:

· What are the author’s messages and/or themes
· What do the works by this author have in common with each other?
· What makes this author identifiable? 
· Other (Student generated)

Knowledge:

· Identify characteristics of a good response to literature (Analysis and Interpretation) 

· Identify common themes across novels. 

· Identify types of characters: (protagonist, antagonist, stereotype, static, dynamic, round, and flat).

· Identify types of conflict: (external, internal ) 
· Identify literary conventions (simile, metaphor, foreshadowing, & suspense (R-6-6.1).
Application: 

· Paraphrase or summarize key ideas, plot, and sequence.
· Analyze and interpret elements of literary text. 
· Present appropriate information, details, and connections. 
· Maintain a firm judgment or point of view, show links between content and theme, site relevant text. 
· Create a literary letter which analyzes and interprets author’s craft, common themes and messages and apply narrative strategies (Writing process)
· Apply understanding of sentences, paragraphs and text structures. 


	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
R-6-4, R-6-4.2, R-6-5. R-6-6.1, W-6-1.1, W-6-2, W-6-3, W-6-4, W-6-5. 

Standards: 
E1a, E2b, E2c, E3, E4a,b, E5
Suggested Materials:
· Class set of two grade-appropriate novels by the same author,.

· Four to six copies each of additional novels by the same author. (For student-choice literature circles).  

· Ancillary materials, graphic organizers,

· America’s Choice unit of study (Author Study)

· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)

· Teacher modeled thinking: Author’s craft, common themes, and messages from a reader’s and a writer’s perspective

· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): Author’s craft, common themes, and messages 
· Student-student thinking: Author’s craft, common themes, and messages 
· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)

Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)

· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 



