ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   8--UNIT # 1

GENRE:  Short Story/Event Narrative  
DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do we understand the significance of defining moments in our life? 

	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:
· An extended narrative which expands a significant event in the writer’s life. (Explode a Moment) 
· On Demand--Rewrite a short story with linear plot into another organizational structure. 

Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response [Sensory Imaging, Schema, Inferring, Questioning, Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Monitoring Comprehension] (
· Student understanding of literary elements and author’s craft through oral and written response (
· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others (OC 8-1).
· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings (OC 8-1).

	Guiding Questions:

· How does plot structure impact a reader’s response to text?  
· How does a writer effectively recreate the drama, intensity, and range of emotion of a significant event? 

· Other (Student generated)

Knowledge:
· Identifying or describe characters, setting, or plot including significant changes in character or setting over time (R-7-4.1)
· Understand the characteristics of the genre (R-8-4.4)
· Understand internal conflict (Person vs. self) (R-7-5.3)

· Understand literary elements and devices (repetition, flashback, and personification) (R-7-6.1)
· Know rules for (pronoun referent, s-v agreement, verb tense, irregular form of verbs and nouns) W-7-9.1) 
· Know capitalization rules (W-7-9.2)

· Know use of colons, semicolons (W-7-9.5)
Application: 
· Describe characterization (stereotype, antagonist, protagonist), motivations or interactions, citing thoughts, words, actions, that reveal characters’ traits, motivations, or change over time (R-8-5.3)

· Demonstrate knowledge of author’s style (R-8-6.1)

· Make inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, character, setting, theme, or author’s craft  (style, bias, literary techniques, point of view) (W-8-3.2)
· Develop characters through description, dialogue, actions, and relationships with other characters (W-8-5.3) 
· Control the pace of the story (W-8-5.6)
· Apply rules of standard English usage (pronoun-antecedent) W-7-9.1) 
· Apply appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning (hyphens, dashes) (W-8-9.4)

· Apply the writing process (W-8-10)

	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
Standards: 
E1a, E2b, E2c, E3, E4a,b, E5
Suggested Materials:
· Grade appropriate short stories, ancillary materials, graphic organizers
· Using Picture Storybooks to Teach Literary Devices (Susan Hall)

· Six-Trait materials
· Short Story for Final assessment. 
· Rubrics  
Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)
· Teacher modeled thinking:  short story elements. from a reader’s and a writer’s perspective with emphasis on character development.
· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): short story elements. from a reader’s and a writer’s perspective with emphasis on character development.

· Student-student thinking: short story elements. from a reader’s and a writer’s perspective with emphasis on character development.

· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)
Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)
· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 
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