ELA CURRICULUM MAP--GRADE   6--UNIT # 1

GENRE:  Short Story/Narrative Writing 
DURATION:  Seven Weeks
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  What makes a great short story? How do effective writers hook and hold their readers?


	Assessment 

	Student Understandings


	Instructional Plan

	Common Assessments:
· On demand analysis and interpretation of a short text. 

· Culminating narrative that includes a developed setting and dialogue which advances plot
Continuous Assessment: 

· Student application of teacher-modeled thinking strategies through oral and written response [Sensory Imaging, Schema, Inferring, Questioning, Determining Importance, Synthesizing, Monitoring Comprehension]  (W-6-3, R-6-5).
· Student understanding of literary elements and author’s craft through oral and written response (W-6-2, OC 6-1)
· Student ability to respectfully and responsibly listen and respond to others (OC 6-1).
· Student ability to initiate discussions in a variety of settings(OC 6-1).

	Guiding Questions:

· What is unique about the short story genre?

· What types of hooks and plot structures do great writers use to hold our attention?

· Other (Student generated)

Knowledge:
· Identify characteristics of a good summary (R-6-4.2).
· Identify characteristics of the genre

· Identify elements of plot (R-6-5)
· Identify or describe story elements: Setting (Two kinds of setting: Integral Setting is essential to plot “To Build a Fire”; Backdrop Setting is relatively unimportant to the plot “The Babysitters’ Club” (R-6-4).
· Identify literary conventions: simile, metaphor, foreshadowing, & suspense (R-6-6.1).
Application: 
· Paraphrase or summarize key ideas, plot, and sequence R-6-4.2, W-6-2.2).
· Analyze and interpret elements of literary text (R-6-5, W-6-3.2, and W-6-3.3).
· Present appropriate information, details, and connections (W-6-2)
· Maintain a firm judgment or point of view, show links between content and theme, site relevant text (W-6-3)
· Create a short story and apply narrative strategies (Writing process) (W-6-4, W-6-5, W-6-10, and W.6-11.4).
· Apply understanding of sentences, paragraphs and text structures (W-6-1.1) 
	GLE’s and GSE’s:  
R-6-4, R-6-4.2, R-6-5. R-6-6.1, W-6-1.1, W-6-2, W-6-3, W-6-4, W-6-5 W-6-10, W-6-11.4, OC 6-1 
Standards: 
E1a, E2b, E2c, E3, E4a,b, E5
Suggested Materials:
· Grade appropriate short stories, ancillary materials, graphic organizers,
· America’s Choice unit of study (Personal Narrative)

· Using Picture Storybooks to Teach Literary Devices (Susan Hall)

· Balanced Literacy and/or Six-Trait materials
· Rubrics  

Workshop Format/Focus Lesson: (Using Gradual Release)
· Teacher modeled thinking:  short story elements. from a reader’s and a writer’s perspective
· Shared thinking (Teacher-student): short story elements.

· Student-student thinking: short story elements—
· Student independent thinking: (Assessment)
Rituals and Routines: (Consider when planning)
· Differentiated instruction

· Disciplinary Literacy

· Principles of Learning

· Student behavior expectations

· Academic expectations. 


