Questioning Board 




The idea of the questioning board helps students with a writing assignment:  we were wrapping up our read aloud- Hana's Suitcase- and the kids had been sharing and writing within their triads and whole group.  As a culminating assignment, in addition, to reinforce writing from a different perspective, the kids became the newspaper/magazine reporters that needed to report on either a main character (not Hana) or the Children's Holocaust Center (key).  As a group, we discussed what sort of info should be included and not included and then they brainstormed in their tirades.  Because it was a read aloud and we had, only my copy you really need to push and emphasize listening comprehension.  You can help with any spelling or geography questions, but as reporters, they needed to dig, read between the lines, and present the information.  Many of the questions revolved around motivation.  Some answers needed to be inferred and other answers they needed formulate on their own.

We used this in science as well for a unit on sound- A students posed the 

question why do dogs hear better than humans?  What is so different about 

their ears?  This led to a discussion about what improves the quality of a 

sound receiver and then kids had all sorts of connections.

In both cases, the board helps because it allows the kids to become the 

experts, it allows them to tap in and share what they know.

Was there abuse of the board- such as silly or non-sensical questions?  Of 

course; they are kids!

Most kids were more interested in being able to answer a question and help a peer than in just asking questions.  There were also strings of questions, similar to this list serve.  I did not have kids include their names; I wanted confidentiality to encourage kids to use the board.

You must monitor the questions and periodically, as a group, discuss the effectiveness of a question alternatively, the importance of a question.  (One thing we learned as a group is that good questions lead to other questions.)

The kids need to learn how to use the board through modeling and with 

their stickie notes when you meet in triads and in small reading groups or reading conferences.  Try to be consistent throughout your practice with strategy and language use.  

